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 Barbara Tanvi Raymond 

Nationality/L1 
Age 

Switzerland 
L1 - Swiss German 
only 
40-50s 

India/Marathi 
 
 
20-30s 

China 
Been here for 3 
months 

Reasons for 
learning English 

Moved to NYC and 
started her job 3 
months ago. 
Wants to speak with 
fluency for practical 
reasons with 
everyone. 

-For Interviews and 
Jobs especially 
- Moved to NYC 1 
year ago. 
 
 

To get a job and 
make a connection 
with other people. 
To (possibly) go to 
school 

Job/Studies Principal of Private 
school 

-Experience as Data 
analyst for Clinical 
studies 
-Currently 
unemployed 
 
-Master’s in 
Pharmacy 

Currently 
Unemployed (I think, 
not 100%), 
finance/business 

Language Learning 
Background 

-Only L1 is German 
Swiss. 
-English not spoken 
in her region 
growing up. 
-Learned English a 
bit in 5th grade and 
in grades after. 
-Knows a bit of 
Spanish and French  

-English in 
secondary school; 
-Knows Marathi, 
Hindi and (at least) 
some Punjabi to 
recognize. 
-English classes 
here at TH. 

 

Activities you 
enjoy/find useful 

-Speaking 
opportunities 
-Discuss interesting 
topics 
 
-Does not enjoy 
grammar-it scares 
her! 

 Playing with his 
daughter (15 
months) 

Contact with English 
and study outside of 
class 

*Birkenbahl method 
(read German texts, 
w accompanying 
English literal 
translations and 
audio files 
-Not presented in 
exact same order, 

 Not much but 
looking to find more 



you learn to 
understand order 
more intuitively) 
-States that Swiss 
German didn’t help 
with English nor 
grammar 

 
Grammar 
 
Barbara: “I has to say…” “Then she know…” 
Raymond: "...but also your friend's credit." "If they refuse asking.." "For my own experience.." 
"I once saw a co-worker be asked to help his friend to lie" "The result is really terrible" "I stick 
to the philosophy that..." 
B: You stayed there for holiday? 
B: Cats sleep peace.  
T: When I smelled the roses, it take __ back to my house.  
B: Italians are the best chocolatemaker.  
B: I hope I will be having my hairs like this.  
 
M: They writing letters from the songs. 
M: How much time you put into it? 
B: The teacher helped us to do it.  
T: In India they are having beautiful songs. 
M: I went hiking in Barcelona with my friend and we get lost.  
T: Since childhood, I watched Bollywood movies. 
 
 
 
 
Spelling 
 
Raymond: "would demage the're relationship..." 
 "Becawse if you lie,"  "..even in a difficalt situation." 
“I beleave this.” (believe) 
 
Pronunciation 
 
Barbara: trouble with th: “togeder”, “tis” (this); v/w; “vorking” not “working” 
B: opera as “oh-pera’ not ‘uh-pera’ 
 
B: Breathtaking as “breathe-taking” instead of “breath taking” 
B: pigeon (trouble w ja sound) says it like “pleasure” 
B: debt as /dot/​ ​ B: May as /maɪ/  
T: invest as /ɪnvɪst/ not /ɪnvest/ 
 
B: It smells like childh/u/d. It is a g/u/d smell. 
 



 
B’s Writing (5/6) 
I good friend told me that you looking for helpers… 
​ Seems like a job especially made for me.  
I realy love to share this knowledge with other people. 
I realy believe that you only can feel like home, when you understand the culture off country 
you live in.  
This helps me to connect to people from other countries.  
I’am a very sociable + humorous person with helps me to communicate & bring across our 
culture easyly.  
I’am looking foreward to present myself in a personal meeting.  
 
 
T’s Writing (5/6) 
…and I am writting to apply for it.  
I was also have the experience of guiding my junior college mates for their next career path.  
I have a through knowledge of all the leading feilds in STEM.  
…careers any student can choose base on his/her interest.  
And I also beleive that it is my duty… 
I look forward to hear from you. 
I believe I should look for the owner of the wallet and not to keep this money. 
 
 
B’s Writing (5/4) 
(About not telling the boss). It will be my fault too, when I don’t tell.  
 
R’s Writing (5/4) 
Because if you lie…you risk jeperdizing not only your own credibility but also your friend’s 
credit.  
I once saw a co-worker be asked to help his friend to lie.  (by lying for him)? 
I stick to the phylosipy that encourage them to take responsibility rather than avoid it. 
 
T’s Writing (5/4) 
What if I loose my wallet someday and nobody come looking for me? 
At first glance I though someone lost their ID’s… 
…since someone already lost thir money, why not to make a good use of it.  
I belive I should look for the owner of the wallet and not to keep this money.  
The reason I dont want to keep this money, is because its someone elses hard earn money.  
My friend in other hand thinks its not a big deal.  
 
 
Magda: 
“It depends the thing that you’ve created.” 
 
 


